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From the London Christian Guardian. 
OUR FATHER WHICH ART IN HEAVEN. 


A shower of rain having obliged me to take shel- 
ter ina lowly cottage at the extremity of my parish, 
whilst conversing with my hostess, my attention was 
arrested by the voice of a child in an adjoining 
room, who, in a mournful tone, inquired, “ But, 
mother, are you quite sure God loves you?” ‘ Yes, 
my dear,” replied one I supposed to be the parent, 
“JT am quite sure ‘he loves us, because he says so in 
hisown word.” ‘* Then why don’t he let father have 
money enough to buy meat and stockings, like Jem 
Watkins?” said the child. ‘‘ Because,” answered 
the mother, ‘‘ he is very wise, and knows that these 
things would not be good for us.” ‘But what 
harm would it do us to have meat to eat?” inquired 
the boy; ‘‘ I should like to have some meat instead 
of having always oatmeal and potatoes.” ‘“ But, 
Henry, if you were ill, and asked your father for 
something you wanted, it would be a proof of his 
love if he refused it, if he knew it would make you 
worse: and God is our father, and he knows that 
our souls are sick, therefore he will not give us any 
thing which would keep us ill; do you know what 
I mean, Henry?’ ‘‘ No, mother, but I think I 
should love him a great deal more, if he gave us 
these nice things.” ‘‘ Most likely, Henry, if God 
gave you all you wish for, you would not love him 
atall. You know if you had a fever, your father 
would on no account give you wine, even if he had 
it, and you wanted it very much, because it would 
make you worse; and our souls are diseased, that 
is,they are very ill indeed, I mean, Henry, that 
we do not love God, we do not thank him as we 
ought, for giving his dear Son to die for our sins ; 
we are ungrateful for all his goodness and break his 
laws every day, and if our Father who lives in hea- 
ven were to gire us plenty of meat and warm clothes, 
and every thing we should like, our souls would 
grow more proud and rebellious, and very likely, 
instead of loving God more, we should leave off lov- 
ing him at all; do you think you love him a little 
for all he has given us, and all he promises to do for 
us, Henry?” ‘What has he given us, mother?” 
“My dear boy, has he not given us bread to eat, 
ind clothes to put on, and a house to live in, and 
don’t you love him for this?” ‘ Yes, mother, but 
my stockings are old, and you said you had no mo- 
hey to buy more; and baby has got no shoes.” 

“ My dear, our Father is so very good, that I am 
sure it is because he loves us very much indeed, 
thathe does not give us these things, for he does 
not willingly afflict or grieve his children: remem- 
ber, Henry, how many good things he does give ; 
and how unworthy we are of any mercy at his hands. 
He gives us health to work, and he will, if you ask 
him, give you a contented mind, so that you will 
hot wish for any thing you have not got. I am 
afraid, my dear, you forget what a great sinner you 
are, and that you deserve nothing from your heaven- 
ly Father but punishment. Think how much he 
loved you when he gave his Son to die for your sins, 
and what he promises to us hereafter if we believe 
on our Saviour!” ‘ Yes, mother,” said Henry, 

can say a text about that: ‘ Behold what man- 
her of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called the sons of God.’ ” 

“Well, my dear boy, remember this; and when 
you are discontented again, instead of wishing for 
More meat or such things, recollect that your Sa- 
‘lour had not where to lay his head, and pray for 


grace to love him more who suffered so much for 
ou. 


I was too much pleased at what I had heard, not 
to inquire who this person was, who thus taught her 
child to seek first the kingdom of God, and to trust 
that all necessary things would be added unto him; 
and Mrs. Wilson informed me that she was the wife 
of a farmer who had been so reduced by losses, 
that he was forced to relinquish his farm, and work 
as a daily laborer to maintain his wife and two chil- 
dren, but that in consequence of the low wages 
given at the present time, the family were often des- 
titute of those comforts which the poor child recol- 
lected having once enjoyed. They now rented two 
rooms in the humble cottage of Mrs. Wilson, and 
by their Christian conduct had rendered themselves 
very desirable inmates to the poor old woman. She 
appeared delighted to talk of them, and by the 
anecdotes she related, interested me exceedingly. 
I inquired if I might venture to call on her lodger, 
and she replied that Mrs. Evans would, she was 
sure, be happy to see me, for she was always anx- 
ious for Christian conversation. I immediately 
rapped at her door, and having received permission 
to enter, I apologized for my visit, by saying I had 
accidentally heard her admonitions to her son, and 
could not refrain from expressing my approbation 
of her method of instructing him. She appeared 
slightly confused, but said it was her chief desire to 
bring up her children in the love as well as the fear 
of God. The appearance of Mrs. Evans was calcu- 
lated to increase the favorable opinion 1 had formed 
of her. She was about five and thirty, and the 
neatness of her dress, and the intelligence and se- 
riousness expressed in her countenance, united to 
the utmost gentleness of manner, almost amounting 
to elegance, impressed me with the idea that I was 
conversing with one who had been accustomed to 
move ina far different sphere of life. The apart- 
ment was’ scantily furnished but delicately clean. 
A baby who lay asleep in the cradle, looked exceed- 
ingly ill, and Mrs. Evans, by her anxious glances 
towards it, gave me reason to believe that her faith 
had other trials, besides the want of some of those 
comforts of this life to which she had been accus- 
tomed. I inquired the age of her eldest child, who 
had left the room. ‘‘ He is seven, sir,” she said; 
and upon my asking if she had no others, the tear 
rose in her eye as she replied, “I trust I have two 
dear onesin heaven. God saw that I was loving 
the gifts more than the giver, and in mercy to my 
soul he took away my children.” ‘ And could you 
see his love while he was thus afflicting you.” ‘Oh, 
sir!” said Mrs. Evans, ‘the death of my babies 
was the stroke which God blessed to my conversion, 
but now I can hope tosee them again*in his arms, 
and thank my heavenly Father for this testimony of 
his love, though at the time my heart was broke.”’ 
‘I believe, Mrs. Evans, your Father is now trying 
your faith by depriving you of some comforts and 
enjoyments which I understand you have been used 
to; and can you still say, ‘ Thy will be done?” 
‘*T pray to be enabled to do so,” she replied, ‘ but 
like my little boy I am sometimes tempted to doubt 
his love to us; but my husband always says, Fear 
not, Jane, the Lord loveth whom he chasteneth ; 
it is our duty to try to discover the benefit to be deri- 
ved from these trials, and to say with Job, ‘though 
he slay me, yet will I trust in him,’ for ‘like as a 
father pitieth his own children, even so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him.’” ‘‘ Well, Mrs. Evans, 
I hope you will in all your afflictions enjoy the light 
of your Father’s countenance, and then your life 
will be an enviable one, though debarred of all 
which the world values: but is not your infant now 
awake?” She immediately took her out the cradle, 
and the starting tear showed the dread of a mother’s 





heart lest this treasure should likewise be required 











of her. The child was delicate, and Mrs. Evans 
was unable to procure that kind of nourishment 
which was absolutely necessary. J could not but 
respect the feeling which cast a shade of reserve 
over her manner, when I endeavored to learn the 
truth, and was afterwards gratified to find that the 
assistance which-I offered, and which a mother’s 
anxiety could not refuse, was of essential service to 
the child. I was preparing to take leave of Mrs. 
Evans, when her little boy entered. He wasa fine, 
healthy looking fellow, and instantly ran to his pa- 
rent, when he perceived the stranger still in the 
room. She reproved him for his shyness, and after 
some hesitation he shook hands with me.. We soon 
became intimate, and he repeated that beautiful 
hymn. 
“« T bless the mercy and the grace 
* Which on my birth hath smiled.” 

The child had scarcely finished, when the door 
opened and a laboring man entered, whom Mrs. 
Evans welcomed as her husband. I then began to 
perceive that I was intruding on their dinner hour, 
and rose immediately to depart, but could not refrain 
from saying to the farmer, ‘‘ My friend, I am in- 
debted to your wife for half an hour’s very profita- 
ble conversation, she seems indeed to have proved 
the benefit of affliction. I trust you also enjoy the 
comforts of the Holy One.” ‘‘ Thank God, I do, 
sir, and though he sometimes hides his face, it is 
but for a moment, to show me how entirely I must 
depend upon him for happiness.” ‘‘ And are you 
satisfied with the portion of this world’s goods 
which he gives you at present?” ‘I pray to be 
enabled to feel satisfied, sir,” said he, ‘‘ though 
often my worldly heart looks back with regret at 
the things I once possessed ; but it is the Lord’s do- 
ing, and has he not a right to do as he will with his 
own?” ‘Farewell my friends,” said I, ‘ you are 
happy; I can but commend you to the continued 
keeping of your Father in heaven, and, if he sees fit 
still more to try you, and for your perfect sanctifica- 
tion to give you more of the bread of sorrow and the 
water of affliction, he will, Iam confident, give you 
also to taste of that comfort wherewith he comfort- 
eth them who trust in him.” 
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From the Children*s Magazine. 
THE REFORMATION. 

*** Mother,” said little John one day, afier he had 
been sitting in silence for some time ; ‘ Mother, 
what did the minister mean yesterday, in his ser- 
mon, when he said we ought to bless God for the 
Reformation? I did not know what he meant, 
and as you have told me to look into the dictionary 
when I did not know the meaning of a word, I 
have just been looking; it says Reformation is 
‘a change from worse to better ;’ What change did 
he mean 2?” 

“My dear,” said his mother, “the minister 
thought all the congregation knew very well what 
he meant by the Reformation, and therefore did not 
explain it; but Iam glad you have asked. me, as 
it shows you paid some attention to the sermon, and 
will tell you in as few words asI can. After our 
Saviour ascended to Heaven, the Apostles, as you 
well know, went into almost all the nations of the _ 
earth, preaching the gospel and establishing church- — 
es. After their death, the Church of Rome, by de- 
grees, obtained a great deal of power over the 
other Churches of Europe, and at last was regard- 
ed as the head, and whatever its Bishop, who is 
called the Pope, commanded, the others performed. 
The Church of Rome also became corrupt, allow- 
ing many practices which the Bible forbids; one 
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of these was the sale of indulgences, that is grant-| 
ing pardon of sins to any person who would pay | 
a certain sum of money, in proportion to his of-| 
fence.” | 

John.—Mother, does not the Bible say “none | 
can forgive sins but God alone?” | 

Mother.—Yes, my child, it does. But the priests 
of the Romish Church pretended that this power 
was given to them; and it was this wicked practice 
of selling indulgences which caused the Reforma-| 
tion, as I will now show you. Pope Leo X. need-| 
ing large sums of money to complete St. Peter’s 
Church at Rome, determined to obtain it by the 
means I just mentioned, “ the sale of indulgences.” 
He sent Monks, (an order of Priests,) over all Eu- 
rope for this purpose. One of them by the name of 
Tetzel, went to Germany, and was very active in 
the work. Atthis time Martin Luther was profes- 
sor in the University of Wittemberg. He was also 
a Romish Priest, but one who, unlike most of his 
brethren, had diligently studied his Bible. He 
knew this practice was not warranted by scripture, 
and immediately opposed it. For this conduct the 
Pope was much enraged at him, and excommuni- 
cated him as a heretic. Luther still continued to 
declare his sentiments, and although much oppos- 
ed, those at last prevailed, and were embraced by 
great numbers. A spirit of inquiry was awaken- 
ed, men began to study the Bible, and the conse- 
quence was that a great change took place, which 
is known as ‘‘the Reformation.” Jt is this, my 
son, fur which the minister told us we should bless 
God; and surely it is right that we should bless 
that God who so mercifully opened the eyes of men 
to see the error of their ways! X. H. 
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From the Sabbath School Herald. 
1 CANNOT TELL A LIE. 

Tn the war of the Revolution, while Gen. La Fay- 
ette commanded.in the American army, a part of 
the troops were encamped at a certain place, near 
the water’s edge. One calm summer’s evening, a 
soldier, who was a fifer in one of the companies, 
went into the water for the purpose of bathing. Be- 
ing an excellent swimmer, as well as fifer, he took 
his fife with him into the water, and engaged in 
fifing and swimming atthe same time. ‘The music 
reached the ear of Lafayette. Early the next morn- 
ing, he sent an officer in pursuit of the man, who 
had thus, by playing, disobeyed the orders of the 
camp. 

The soldier was a native of Connecticut, and a 
man of truth. When arrested by the officer, and 
on the way to the General’s tent, he thought within 
himself, that perhaps he might escape a severe pun- 
ishment, by denying the deed. Ona few moments 
reflection, however, he said to himself, ‘I have al- 
ways spoken the truth,—J cannot tell alie.” With 
this principle in his mind, he came into the presence 
of the General, who asked him if he was the indi- 
vidual who played upon the water, the evening pre- 
vious; to which he replied, “I am.” ‘ And do 
you know,” continued Lafayette, ‘‘ of any others in 
the army, who can play the same tune?” ‘ Two 
or three, I do,” said the soldier. ‘* To-morrow 
evening, then, at such an hour, I wish you to repair 
to my tent with them.” They came at the appoint- 
ed hour. The General then informed them, that 
the tune which he had heard the evening before, 
affected him very much :—that on a former occa- 
sion, it had been played at a funeral of a dear friend 
of his, who died in his native country. Since then, 
until now, he had never met with the individual 
who could play it. ‘ For the purpose of indulging 
in the melancholy pleasure of hearing it once more, 
I have,” said he, “ sent for you.” 

The General, after being agreeably entertained, 
with the conversation and music of his hosts, dis- 
missed them with his thanks, and some guineas 
from his purse, as an expression of his satisfaction 
in their performance. 

‘‘T cannot tell a lie,” is a good rale to follow. 

The subject of the above story, died since the 


























late visit of Lafayette to this country. Q. 
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MISSION TO 8ST, THOMAS, 

In the Companion, page 163, you were told about 
the missionaries who had been sent to Greenland, 
and the good they had done in that country in 
turning the inhabitants from the worship of idols 
to the worship of the “only true God and Jesus 
Christ whom he has sent.” And we then promis- 
ed at some other time to tell you about the mission- 
aries who are in other parts of the world. We 
shall now tell you something about the first mission- 
aries to the Island of St. 'Thomas, one of the West 
India Islands. 

Some of the ministers of the Church of the Uni- 
ted Brethren once being at the city of Copenhagen, 
in Denmark, on business connected with their 
Church, became acquainted with a negro from the 
West Indies, named Anthony. This negro had re- 
ceived instruction in the Christian faith, and been 
added to the Church by baptism. He made known 
to these ministers the lamentable situation of the 
negro staves in the island of St. Thomas, and beg- 
ged them tosend missionaries to teach them. This 
negro Anthony afterward came to Herrnhut, the 
principal settlement of the United Brethren, and 
again made his request to the congregation ; he told 
them of the miserable state of the blacks in that 
island, who were living in the commission of the 
greatest sins, because they were ignorant, knowing 
nothing of God and his Christ. He also told them 
that it would be almost impossible for a teacher to 
have any intercourse with the blacks unless he 
would himself become a slave. ‘T'wo of the Breth- 
ren, who had before thought of going on this ser- 
vice, were not terrified by this news, but declared 
themselves willing to give up their lives and to 
be sold as slaves, if they could wie: but one soul for 
him. 

After they had commenced their journey, (which 
they soon did,) many of their friends endeavored to 
persuade them to change their mind—they men- 
tioned the great difficulties in the way—but noth- 
ing could alter their determination. ‘The only way 
they expected to be able to instruct the slaves was 
to become one of them. They set sail from Copen- 
hagen October 8, 1732. As soon as they arrived 
at the island, they received an invitation from a 
planter to come to his house, who had heard of them 
by means of letters from Europe. They soon com- 
menced the instruction ofthe negroes. By some of 
the white inhabitants they were esteemed as the 
servants of God—other déspised them and called 
them seducers, and said they ought to be driven 
out of the island. None of these things moved 
them. ‘They found they could support themselves 
by working at their trades. One of them was soon 
obliged to return to Europe—the other remained, 
and was appointed tutor in the family of the Go- 
vernor. 

Thus their whole plan of proceedings was differ- 
ent from what they expected. This faithful mis- 
sionary continued to labor for a long time alone. 
Others at length w¢re sent to assist him. . By their 
exertions many of the negroes were instructed in 
the truths of the gospel, and the seed sown by the 
first missionaries, with many tears and fervent 
prayers, sprung up and brought forth fruit in due 
time. There are at this time nine missionaries la- 
boring on this island. [Children’s Magazine. 








OBITUARY. 

HAPPY DEATH OF A SABBATH SCHOLAR, 
Extract of a letter just received at Andover, dated 
March 2d, 1830. 

‘Mary Jane died a few weeks since, of con- 
sumption, at the age of fourteen; animated and 
rendered perfectly happy by the blessed hope of 
immortality beyond the grave. Such was her at- 
tachment to Christ, that she longed to depart, and 
be with her Saviour, which was to her far better. 

“‘ This happy death was, under God, to be ascri- 
bed to her Sabbath school instruction. This school 
had not been established more than two years. Ma- 











ry Jane’s teacher came and invited her to attend. 
She did so for one year, when she was taken sick 
Her teacher visited her, and continued to dos. 
during her illness; and was herself surprised at the 
effect of divine grace, that appeared visibly to have 
affected her heart. She asked her, how she dis. 
covered that she was a sinner. She replied ; ¢ it was 
you ; that first told me I was a lost sinner, and that 
pointed me toa Saviour.’ What gratitude to God 
must have filled her heart, for having used her, as 
an instrument of presenting truth in such a man- 
ner, as to save one soul. How encouragiag to Sab. 
bath school teachers, to be faithful in sowing the 
good seed, not doubting, but that it will spring 
up and bear the peaceable fruits of righteousness 
in many souls. [S. S. Treasury, 
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From the Sabbath School Treasury. 
A LITTLE BOY WHO WAS NEARLY DROWNED, 


William W. is alittle boy about six years of age, 
The other day he was crossing a brook with his lit. 
tle cousins, when he accidentally fell into the wa. 
ter. It was not very deep, and his cousin soon 
helped him out. He came into the house to his 
mother, completely drenched with water and shiv. 
ering with the cold. His clothes were soon chang- 
ed, he was put in bed, and after a nap, he was very 
comfortable. His mother then asked him what he 
thought when he fell into the water. He replied, 
**1 thought I should be drowned, and I was afraid 
I should go ¢o misery.” ‘The next day, William so 
far forgot his late fears, as to utter a wicked word, 
which he often hears some profane neighbors use. 
flis mother talked very seriously to him—remind- 
ed him of his danger the day betore—of his fears— 
of his aggrated guilt—he a Sabbath school scholar, 
and favored with Christian parents—knowing right 
and wrong, and learning the words of wicked boys, 
who not only are not taught their duty, but are 
learned, by parental example, to use wicked words, 
William evidently felt this keen reproof, and con- 
victed by his own conscience, hung his head a mo- 
ment with apparent concern. Then raising it, he 
said, ‘‘ Ma’, will you forgive me?” She replied, 
‘| can forgive you readily, if you are really sorry 
and will be careful in future. But there is anoth- 
er, of whom you must ask forgiveness, who saw and 
heard you.” He went into the entry, and was gone 
a few moments, then returning, his mother inquir- 
ed if he had asked forgiveness of God, he cheerfully 
replied, “‘ Yes, Ma’, that was what | went into the 
entry for.” Little children, who read this, think 
how unhappy siz makes children. And, if not re 
pented of, it will frighten them in a dying hour, as 
it did William W. when he thought he would drowa 
and go to misery. 8. 
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From the Western S. S. Messenger. 
JAMES AND HIS LESSON, 

James brought his book to his mother, who mark- 
ed a lesson for him, and bade him go to his seat 
and study it. ‘I shall give you an hour James,” 
said she, ‘‘and then I will call you to say it.” James 
looked at the lesson, and his face grew quite dark 
and angry—* All this! mother? I can’t learn so 
much.” ‘Your mother knows best, my little boy, 
how much you can learn, and she would not give 
you more. Sit down and begin.” ‘But said 
James, I know I can’t: so where is the use of 
beginning?” His mother looked up and calmly 
said, ‘‘ James, you forget yourself. You have lost 
almost two minutes already—you might have learn- 
ed two or three lines.” 

James sat down, as his mother looked displeased: 
and he looked over the lesson. Then he got uP 
and coming to his mother said, ‘If I might just 
learn so much,” marknig the place with his finger. 
“ You have lost four or five minutes,” said his mo 
ther, “I see no reason for making your lesso® 
shorter. Goto your seat.” James began to Cry 
and was obliged to look for his pocket handker- 
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chief—then his eyes were filled with tears, and he 
could not see the words plain. But his mother 
took no notice, but continued looking at her work. 
He dried his eyes and took up his book. Present- 
ly he got up again. ‘‘ Mother, hear me as far as I 
know?” His mother answered, “I will hear you 
the whole at the end of the hour—you are losing 
time—sit down.” James went to his seat, saying 
as he sat down, ‘‘ Mother, I just wanted you to hear 
me that little piece—see here, mother, just that.” 

His mother did not answer, so James began to 
study and soon said ‘‘ Mother, I know it—won’t 

ou hear me ?” 

“That lesson will take a longer time to learn,” 
said his mother, ‘‘and besides, I told you I would 
call in an hour.” ‘Well is'nt it an hour?” said 
the foolish little boy. 

So he turned to the window, and marked with 

his finger on the glass. ‘Oh! look at that wagon, 
how fast it goes! Mother, may I go out to play this 
afternoon 2” 
James’ mother only said ‘* Learn your lesson, my 
son.” ‘I know it, ma’am, already.” Then he 
began to play with the flies, and tied his handker- 
chief in knots and slapped it about him. ‘“ James, 
the hour is up, come and say your lesson ;” said his 
mother, ‘‘ Just stop till I look it over,” said he. 
** No you have had an hour, and you said you knew 
it.” James brought his book— Just tell me the 
first word mother.’ His mother told him. He said 
a few words—‘* What comes next, mother?” She 
told him. But after trying a little longer he stop- 
ped and said, “just let me read it over and then I 
guess I can say it.” His mother closed the book 
and put it away. Then she said to James, ‘‘ You 
have wasted your time, and disobeyed your mother, 
and cheated yourself—you cannot go to play. If 
you had done as I bade you at first, I should now 
have been pleased with you—you would have 
known your lesson and have felt cheerful and hap- 
py: now you must sit by yourself and consider 
what you have been doing, for another hour, and I 
hope your next lesson will be learned.” 
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From the London Youth’s Magazine. 
THE CUCULLUS INDICATOR. 

This bird is found, according to Monsieur Buf- 
fon, in the interior of Africa, at some distance from 
the Cape of Good Hope, and is celebrated for indi- 
cating where wild bees’ nests may be found ; twice 
a day its shrill cry is heard sounding cherr, cherr; 
which seems to call the honey-hunters, who answer 
by asoft whistle. When it is seen it flies and hov- 
ers over a hollow tree that contains a nest; and if 
the hunters do not come it reduubles its cries, flies 
back, returns to the tree, and points out the prey 
in the most striking manner, forgetting nothing to 
excite them to profit by the treasure it has discover- 
ed, and which probably .it could not enjoy without 
the aid of man; either because the entrance to the 
nest is too small, or from other circumstances which 
the relater has not told us. While the honey is 
procuring, it flies tosome distance, interestingly ob- 
serving all that passes, and waiting for its part of 
the spoil, which the hunters never forget to leave, 
though not enough to satiate the bird. 

This account was confirmed by a gentleman, 
who.assisted at the distruction of many bees’ nests, 
and procured two of these birds that had been killed. 


— r- 
THE GRATEFUL LIONESS. 

“* At the French fort St. Louis, there was a lion- 
ess which was kept chained. She had a disease in 
the jaw which reduced her to great extremity, and 
she was at length thrown into a neighboring field. 
In this state she was found by Monsieur Compag- 
non, as he returned from hunting. The eyes were 


_ Closed, the jaw open, and already swarming with 


ants. Compagnon took pity on the poor animal, 
washed the mouth with water, and poured some 
milk down her throat. The lioness recovered by 
degrees and was brought back tothe fort,and conceiv- 
ed such an affection for her benefactor that she would 
receive food only from him ; and when cured fol- 





lowed him about the island with a cord round her 
neck, like the most familiar dog.” [id. 


—eQe— 
THE CHILD SPARED BY A LION. 

‘*A Lion having escaped from the menagerie of 
the great Duke of Tuscany, entered Florence, every 
where spreading terror. Among the fugitives was 
a woman with a child in her arms, which she let 
fall. He seized, and seemed ready to devour it, 
when the mother transported by the tender affec- 
tions of nature, ran back, threw herself before the 
Lion, and by her gestures demanded the child.— 
The lion looked at her steadfastly, her cries and 
tears seemed to affect him, till at last, he laid the 
child down without doing it the least injury.” — [id. 








EDITORIAZ. 








HOW OLD ARE YOU? 

Every reader can tell his or her age; and we ask 
the question here, not expecting to receive answers 
ourselves, but because it is important for all peuple 
to think frequently how many years of their lives 
have passed away. Someof our young friends are sev- 
en years old, some ten, some twelve, and others four- 
teen or fifteen. Now any one of these periods is a 
large portion of human life, even when measured 
by the rule of seventy years. Ten years is a sev- 
enth part of seventy; and a child of that age has 
lived as it were one day out of his longest week 
on earth. A child of fourteen years has lived 
two days; and has but five more to come. Besides, 


half the human race die under the age of sixteen ; 


and therefore the youngest reader we have may 
have lived out half his days. Yea, no one of them 
knows but he has less than a year or a month to 
stay, and that there is only a step between him and 
death. Every one is a year older than when he 
received and perused the first number of this vol- 
ume. In that time he has had fifty-two numbers, 
passed through fifty-two weeks in the mercy of 
God, and probably heard twice as many times the 
preaching of the gospel of Christ. 

Has every one added in proportion to his knowl- 
edge, his virtue, and his piety? How is it, young 
friend, with yourself? Howold are you? Youare 
old enough to sin, and thereture to repent aud be- 
lieve? Have you repented and believed? Have 
you lived for Christ, or for yourself, the year past? 
Have you, within that time, reformed any evil hab- 
it, or subdued any evil passion; or have you com- 
menced any wicked way which you did not practise 
before? Are you a better child, towards your pa- 
rents, your brothers and sisters, your teachers, and 
your associates? Are you more industrious, pa- 
tient, meek, forgiving, faithful, devoted to the great 
objects of life? Are you a Christian, growing in 
grace, and humility, and faith, aad holy living? 
Are you becoming meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light, or more fitted to lie down in sorrow? 
Are you a whole year’s journey nearer to heaven, 
or to hell? 


—-e— 
COMMITTING SCRIPTURE TO MEMORY. 

Messrs. Epirors,—My little son, 8 years old, who takes 
your little paper, gives the following answer to your question in 
the Youth’s Companion of March 31. The question is, how 
tong would it take to commit to memory the whole of the New- 
Testament, at one verse per day ?—Answer,—7548 days, or 20 
ears 248 days. I have not examined the answer, but I believe 
be has calculated each year at 365 days, making no allowance 

for leap years. J. L. 
[The above-mentioned question was given by a correspondent, 
who is acquainted with many persons, children and adults too, 
who are engaged in committing the scriptures to memory, at one 
verse a day. They began together, and all are committing the 
same portions at the same time. There may be some pleasing 
associations about this method ; but, for ourselves, we should not 
think it best to confine our children to so limited a portion of 
scripture, or to a slow and uniform practice through the year.] 











MISCELLANY. 








Providence.—What inextricable confusion must 
the world have been in, but for the variety which 
we find to obtain in the faces, the voices, and the 
hand-writings of men! No security of person, of 
possession, no justice between man and man, no 
distinction between good and bad, friends and foes, 





father and child, husband and wife, male and fe- 
male. All would have been exposed to malice, 
fraud, forgery, and lust. But now every man’s face 
can distinguish him in the light, his voice in the 
dark, and his hand-writing can speak for him though 
absent, and be his witness to all generations. Did 
this happen by chance, or is it not a manifest as well 
as admirable indication of a divine superintendence? 
—-2on— Horne. 
_ Infidel wit repelled.—A gay young spark of a de- 
istical turn, travelling in a stage coach, forced his 
sentiments upon the company, by attempting to ridi- 
cule the Scripture—and among other topics, made 
himself merry with the story of David and Goliah ; 
strongly urged the impossibility of a youth Jike Da- 
vid, being able to throw a stone with sufficient force 
to sink into a giant’s forehead. On this he appeal- 
ed to the company, and in particular to a grave gen- 
tleman, of the denomination called Quakers, who 
sat silent in one corner of the carriage :—‘ Indeed, 
friend, replied he, I do not think ix at all improba- 
ble, if the Philistine’s head was as séft as thine.” 
—ene—- 
Disappointments.—How many have had reason 
to be thankful for being disappointed in designs 
which they earnestly pursued, but which if suc- 
cessfully accomplished, they have afterwards seen, 
would have occasioned their ruin. 


eae 
Health.—T he principal secrets of health are ear- 
ly rising, exercise, personal cleanliness, and leaving 
the table unoppressed. 


, ; —e 
To decide between the interfering claims of duty 


and inclination, is the moral arithmetic of human 
life.— Hall. 
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